Paper- on Fdlu-enheit 451 

by Alexander Lozupone 

When Ray Bradbury wrote hi-- novel, Fahrenheit 451. he meant for it to 

be a gliLipse into the future; approxinnr.. _!;, i-. ..:.r decades into the future. 

world discussed in the book, as predicted hy Bradbury. 

Many people would immediately insist that Bradbury's predictiono wei^e 
way off base. It can be said that, first off, this extreme censorship does 
not exist:^, and neither does this hidden, lying goverriiaent. The world is 
not full of the complex technology discussed in the booh, eitiier. We do 
not'have huge "walls" which reseiable large televisions, which combine tc^ 
form a lai-ge ro-om, for the purpose of being overwhelmed in, and lastly, 
. firemen still have tlie job of putting out fires. 

you delve deeper into the booh, you will f in4 he was not that far a>;ay 

technology, or about a typical ' man- vei sus--government ' wai" . Rather, it is 
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In Bradbury's world, people will walk into a sort of entertainment 
-'jCMi, and be overwhelmed hy so-called entertainment. Just sitting tliere 
(li^J^ ^--'^ "^^ching, taking everything in, yet taking nothing in. They are just. 

audio-visual food, they let it go right tlirough the system. Although this 
sort of extreme ignorance is not prevalent today, one can see how it 
relates. Many people would come home, from work, and happily sit dowii in 
front of their television, taking in trie entertainment in much the same 

Although some television does offer beneficial information, a large 
I ■■portion of it is almost mindless ehtertainisent, ■ much like that in 
y Bradbury's world. Some people would say that television also enforces 
things such as moral values, and teaches one how tc^ be "safe" (afr- 
drugs and disease) . However, this may be exactly what Bradbury wa 



attciCAing in his book, the feeding of information, of values and rules, 
into the minds of people, with any sort of roason. Many coffiinercials feed 

the sort of thing prevalent in Bradbury's book. 

Another issue tackled in Jahrenheit 451 was a more complicated issue. 
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cancelled in many areas, duo to the siiow insulting certain people. If this 
elimination of insulting media were to continue, we may very well exist in 
a world much like that of FahrenhelL 451. 






'Vices play a role very similar^ to that of the walJiman in 



talJsing to each other, but meieb' listenino" to the oi-ourams -z^r. the 
r!^-rp.nrinn c-'\'.? -n t-hf^^ c-;-i,:^,^u.;v.v3 located necu' their ears, and r,r,f 
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life ^' 
decades ago, when he saw a w^jman with sort-of headphones on, walking with ty \^\y^ 
a maii a dog, hat completely oblivious to lier conipanions. 

One f anions saying pertains rather well to this comparison of Fahrenheit 
451 and what really hcippened: '^Altiiough the names change, the situation 
3t.ays the same." This is very siadlar to the cotnp.^"ison of these tw^:. 

liziits itself, and force feeds itself information, without giving itse 
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